The hospital decided to test his family members and found his sister having the same group. But she was not fit to donate. The Plastic Industry authority searched up and down the Dhaka city and called up uncountable number of hospitals and blood banks, but most had never heard of this blood group, even leading blood banks in Bangladesh were unaware of. They tried to find a match in some 50 donors in Bangladesh but all their efforts went in vain. Then a frantic online and offline search led them to connect Think Foundation, a Mumbai-based NGO. They found in India, where a robust blood distribution network exists, less than only 400 people are known to have the Bombay blood group and a few of whom were traceable donors.
It was very difficult to export the blood from India to our contry. Therefore it had been an uphill task for the Think Foundation to seek permissions from multiple authorities and finally got approvals from the State Blood Transfusion Council, Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation, Directorate of Health Services and Central Industrial Security Force to allow the export of blood (which is only permitted under special circumstances) to Bangladesh. Ultimately four units of the rare Bombay blood group blood was flown across the border and the Bangladeshi youth undergone in to a life-saving surgery. Swapna Sawant, Krishnanand Kori, Mehul Bhelekar and Pravin Shinde had donated the blood to save Kamruzzaman. This endeavour proves that humanity is stronger than the border differences. 1, 2 Recently due to this incidence Bombay blood group has come on to the table discussion of the health professionals and as well as the general people, that they had never heard of this particular blood group. It's true most of us are not aware of Bombay blood group's existence. Bombay blood group is named so because the first case was found in Bombay (now Mumbai), India. 3 None of the ABO blood types (known until then) worked for them. The moment their blood samples were mixed with any of the above types, the blood coagulated or clumped up. The doctors tried the blood of over 160 donors and found at last that one from Mr. Z, a resident of Bombay, suited the type of both patients X and Y. This donor blood type was then named by Dr. Bhende and others as the 'Bombay Blood Type. 3 Scientifically it is now termed the (hh) type of blood.
Bombay blood group is one of the rarest blood groups in the world. 1 in every 17600 people in India or 1 in every 25000 people in the world has this blood group. 4 The frequency is more in India with respect to the world. It is believed that this blood group resulted from gene mutation in Indian population and slowly was spread all over the world. Mumbai has got only 35-40 blood donors with this blood group. 5 One can differentiate O and Bombay Blood group only when a specific test for H antigen is done. The most simple way to detect Bombay blood group is to perform both forward and reverse typing (both of which will show the same results for a Bombay blood type as one would expect for type O), followed by reverse typing with control type O cells. The patient's serum or plasma will agglutinate all type O cells except his own. This is a simplified explanation of the process. 8 In Bangladesh first documented Bombay blood group was found among three sisters of a same family (MIAH FAMILY) in 1990. 9 In 2007 another 60 year old male patient was found in the Transfusion Medicine Department of BIRDEM, Dhaka. 10 In 2010 A 35 years old lady was admitted to Square Hospital for termination of pregnancy on a medico-legal background. She was a diagnosed case of carcinoma of pancreas with Whipple's operation performed six months back and was on chemotherapy. During pre-operative check-up, it was discovered that she had 'Bombay Blood Group.
11 In Bangladesh till 2011 only nine people with Bombay blood group had been formally reported by the Transfusion Medicine Department of BSMMU.
12 Recently Kamruzzaman and his sister was detected as Bombay blood group in Bangladesh.
As Bombay blood group is very rare, any person with this blood group who needs an urgent blood transfusion will probably be unable to get it, as no blood bank would have any in stock. However to certain extent it is possible to avoid such emergency to arise. We should all know our own blood group and in case it's found to be O group make sure it's not Bombay blood group. One can do this by getting their blood grouping done in known standard hospital or blood bank. A person with this rare group should always be cautious and alert. Check blood group of all the family members and relatives of that person. It's very likely that one or the other relative has this group. Once someone is aware of his blood group to be Bombay Group, immediately register himself with Bombay Blood group Network at http://www.bombaybloodgroup.org/user/ register. It will help him in need.
Finally, this is the time to make a robust network for blood distribution in Bangladesh. Needs of which was not only felt in every case of Bombay blood group patient but all other cases who required blood transfusion. According to WHO, blood donation by 1 percent of the population can meet a nation's most basic requirements for blood. For our hugely populated country it is not a difficult task if we can aware mass people about it. Hope we be able to do this successfully in near future.
